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 “Think of tomorrow, the past can't be mended.” 

  Confucius, Analects, 6
th

 Century BCE 

The aim of this report is to enhance the usefulness of the contributions of civil society to the EU initiative  
“The Conference on the Future of Europa”. 

Civil societies must use this unique opportunity wisely. 

Critical issues for which advice is needed at civil society conferences are suggested in this paper. 

This important EU project must not be diluted into paper production on wishful thinking (of which there are all too many), 
or even worse, serve the interests of manipulators in Europe or beyond. 

This EU project MUST succeed. 

Due to the potential wider political-, geo-political-, economic- and security significance of the outcome of the EU project, a 
large number of contributions can be expected, including pressure and attempts of manipulation by various interest 
organisations, including finance. Possible pressure must be withstood. 

Civil society must not lose the focus: the future of Europe, above all, for the sake of Europeans. 

A group of senior European individuals of various ages and with various backgrounds have contributed to this report. However, the 
sole responsibility for its content rests with The Global Round Table. 

Jointly the group has long experience inside Europe and beyond in: higher education, medicine, media, industry, active politics, 
scientific research, social work and other aspects of civil society. The group represents a historic memory: some  have personal 
experience of being refugees, displaced persons and living under dictatorships in the 20

th
 Century. 

The members of the group believe in the usefulness of pan-European co-operation, and are committed to help the EU’s radical re-
think initiative succeed. 

The document is brief and focuses on selected critical issues to better offer practical guidance to civil societies. Producing another 
comprehensive study on the EU is intentionally avoided. 

Our proposal provides an additional democratic tool to civil societies. 

* 

 
 
In early May 2021 the document is circulated to relevant civil society bodies, including European University Associations, 
SME Networks, Think Tanks ...

 
 

For information, on the 9
th
 of May 2021 (European Day) we transmit copy to: 

–  the Secretariat of the Executive Board of the Conference on the Future of Europe;  

and 

– the Unit in charge of the Citizens’ Dialogue in DG Communication in the European Commission. 
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  https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1065 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1065
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 The Abduction of Europa (Tizian, around 1560) 
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https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tizian
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BACKGROUND AND AIM OF OUR CONTRIBUTION 

 
Democratic deficit, idealistic blindness, political naivety, and external events threaten to deconstruct the European Union. 

Global developments, be it the Covid-19 pandemic or political tensions between major power blocs, present numerous 
challenges, including for the EU’s role and policies. All these necessitate unified EU actions and best policies. 

”The Conference on the Future of Europe” is a long-awaited and necessary step to address the democratic deficit and 
other shortcomings of the EU system. It is the launch of a series of civil society debates and discussions that will enable 
people from all over Europe to share their ideas and help shape Europe's future. 

This is a historic opportunity to clarify what really matters to European citizens and to set up a vision that can be 
translated into tangible perspectives. 

Our report aims to help maintain the relevance, thoroughness and orientation of the subsequent deliberations with civil 
society.

 
 

 

 

Based on our personal and professional experience, and our moral conviction and responsibility towards the environment, as well 
as our ancestors and successors, our group is committed to support the EU’s radical re-think initiative. This is the aim of this 
document. 

Our group recognises the importance and potential of the EU’s one-of-its-kind initiative "The Conference on the Future of Europe” 
with the aim to develop a post-Covid-19 strategy in a Union that is larger than the current one. 

We recommend to also using the initiative to address the Union’s current shortcomings. 

This important EU project MUST succeed. 

To this end, we recommend that the civil society conferences should – in addition to sectoral key topics – also discuss the following: 

i. issues of more general (horizontal) nature that support the justification for- and credibility of EU initiatives; 

ii. the realistic limits of the EU-level co-operation; and 

iii. the importance of past experience for inclusion in future forecast. 

We expressly warn against the danger of letting the exercise be diluted into paper production on wishful thinking or even worse, 
serving the interest of manipulators in Europe or beyond. 

Due to the potential wider political-, geo-political-, economic- and security significance of the outcome of the EU project, a large 
number of contributions can be expected, including pressure and attempts of manipulation by various interest organisations, 
including finance. Their pressure must be withstood. 

Jointly our group has long experience inside Europe and beyond in higher education, medicine, media, industry, active politics, 
scientific research, social work and other aspects of civil society. We represent a historic memory; some of us have personal 
experience of being refugees, displaced persons and living under dictatorships in the 20

th
 Century. We are family members. We are 

fully independent and removed from party-politics. We believe in the usefulness of pan-European co-operation. 

Our report is impartial, independent from party-politics, free from special-interest, and takes the historic experience of Europe into 
account – an often overlooked issue in today’s political discourse. 

HOW CAN THIS REPORT BE USEFUL FOR DELIBERATIONS WITH CIVIL SOCIETY 

We have identified a number of thematic areas and under these relevant key questions we suggest for detailed discussions at civil 
society conferences. 

Inclusion of proposed questions in conferences should help to enhance the value of deliberations and make these more complete. 
We suggest that through discussions of these critical issues, the expectations of European citizens from such a monumental project 
(whatever being Euro-proponent, Euro-ambivalent or Euro-sceptic) will better be met. 

Our document provides practical assistance to this end: 

i. A first part (A) summarizing a number of facts that have to be taken into account. Conclusions must be drawn from 
these to ensure the relevance of civil  society contributions; and 

ii. A second part (B) focusing on the critical issues among which the contributors should choose the relevant ones to 
ensure the thoroughness and orientation of their contributions. 

We recommend that for the entire EU project all issues identified in Part B should be addressed. 

While identifying these issues, we have avoided expressing any personal opinion – this will be the task of the civil society 
conferences. 

Finally, for the transmission of contributions from individual conferences to the EU, the Executive Board of the Conference on the 
Future of Europe has set-up a dedicated multilingual digital platform.
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Now it will be up to the EU to listen to the voice of European civil society. 
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  https://futureu.europa.eu/processes 
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PART A – FACTS 

To ensure relevance, facts must be recognized as such. 

History can guide us to the future. But it is often ignored in current policy making 

Historical facts, even if they are given different interpretations, provide a core set of evidence that must be taken into 
account, and cannot be eliminated or nullified through politics or manipulation. 

LESSONS FROM HUMAN HISTORY 

Historic evidence demonstrates that: 

1. Civilisations and World Powers rise and fall. No one has yet outlasted time; 

2. Neither economic- nor military strength have prevented Civilisations and World Powers from vanishing. They crumbled 
because they overlooked or underestimated warning signals; 

3. The more civilized and interconnected humanity has become (building cities, trade routes, and waging wars) the more likely 
epidemics and pandemics have become. 

History has demonstrated that things unimaginable today may become reality tomorrow. 

EUROPEAN HISTORY 

In addition to the countless similarities between the histories of European countries, there are three major historic differences:  

4. Some European countries have in the past exported “Western culture” to other parts of the World; they have thereby been 
colonial powers and became wealthy; 

5. In the 20
th
 Century some European countries experienced dictatorships of fascism and / or communism, and have thereby 

also been exploited; 

6. A large proportion of some European nation’s populations unwittingly and unwillingly live in more than one country. 

These historic differences are often ignored in today’s political discourse. 

THE EUROPEAN WAY OF LIFE 

In many respects the “European way of life” is unique. It is encapsulated in the European cultural- and legal traditions that find 
their origins in ancient Greece and were further developed by the Romans. Later, Celtic and Slavic cultures and, subsequently, 
Arab influences played significant roles (even if Europe has never been a continent of Islam). Christianity and Judaism 
contributed the basic moral principles that have been renewed and rationalised by the Renaissance, the Reformation and the 
Enlightenment. 

Current political trends have integrated many of these moral principles, while new ones are emerging in the context of 
globalism. The European Union’s social market economy is a reflection of these often contradictory philosophical trends. 

The cornerstones of the European cultural- and legal traditions can be summarized as follows: 

7. The primacy of human life, including gender equality; 

8. Rule of law with equal treatment and due process for all citizens; and 

9. Autonomy of the Church and autonomy of the State. 

The unique European way of life has resulted from a long historic development. 
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Part B - ISSUES FOR CIVIL SOCIETIES’ CONSIDERATION 

To ensure thoroughness and maintain the EU related orientation of the deliberations at the conferences with civil society, 
relevant issues of the following list should be chosen and addressed. We suggest that for the entire EU project all issues 
should be addressed. 

COVID-19 – Changing our way of life. 

The Covid-19 pandemic demonstrated the vulnerability of the EU against global threats. 

Communicable diseases existed during humankind’s hunter-gatherer days, but the shift to agrarian life some 10,000 years ago 
created communities that made epidemics more possible. During the last 25 Centuries some 17 major pandemics have been 
recorded. Malaria, tuberculosis, leprosy, influenza, smallpox and others first appeared during this period.

 3
 

Globalisation has made pandemics more likely. We cannot exclude that pandemic will appear in the future; the question is when 
and how. Humanity is vulnerable. 

Related key issues for civil society considerations: 

1. Is the time ripe for the EU to acquire central competence on Health questions when a crisis of such a scale is declared by 
the WHO? 

2. Should the EU have central coordination role?  

3. Should such a central competence be extended to all kinds of global threats including climate hazards? 

LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC BASIS – The facts 

Ideally EU Treaties should be in symbiosis with the Member States’ Constitutions. While the latter resulted from hundreds years 
of development, the EU Treaties are recent constructs by senior politicians and legal experts. 

According to Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union, “the Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, 
freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to 
minorities. These values are common to the Member States in a society in which pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, 
justice, solidarity and equality between women and men prevail”.
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All current EU Member States aspire to be constitutional democracies. However, due to historic reasons, in their related 
structures and practical implementation there are some, although not fundamental, differences. 

There are also differences with respect to interpretation of legislation. Politics is the one profession for which there are no formal 
qualifications. At national as well as European levels legislators’ qualifications range from basic- to university professor level. 
The only criterion for Parliament candidacy is an ability to project party dogma and to demonstrate an allegiance to such. 

Due to historic reasons, there are also differences in the understanding and interpretation of democracy. This may result in 
disputes in various forms and levels, notably between federalists and nationalists. 

Related key issues for civil society considerations: 

4. What is (are) the optimal way(s) to address the democratic deficit without overburdening the EU (and / or national) systems? 

5. How far can the EU level cooperation develop serenely without interfering with national Constitutions? 

6. Could worsening demography (in almost every EU Member State) influence democracy?  

OBJECTIVE OF EU CO-OPERATION – Be realistic 

The origin of the EU goes back to late 1940s; the spiritual one decades earlies. 

Related key issues for civil society considerations: 

7. Is it the appropriate time to revisit the EU Treaties with all its possible negative implications (refusal by popular vote, etc.)? 

8.  What does the objective of “ever close union”, set out in the EEC founding Treaty
5
, mean in reality in the 21

st
 Century? 

9.  Does the too generally formulated EU objective allow the current “creeping” EU legislation? 

EARLY WARNING – Raising the alarm 

Covid-19 has demonstrated the vulnerability of humankind. It has also highlighted the need for more and better scientific 
support to effectively address complex issues with wide ranging consequences. Unexpected emergency situations including 
pandemics

6
 will also occur in the future.
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Related key issues for civil society considerations: 

10. Is there the need for a new, however unbureaucratic, early warning scheme without proliferating the multitude of EU 
bodies? 

11.  Should the EU rather streamline its existing structures? 

12. Should the EU rather rely on external assistance?  

                                                 
3
  https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages/pandemics-timeline 

4
  COM(2020) 580 final, 30.9.2020. 

5
  https://rometreaties.eu/ 

6
 Communicable diseases existed during humankind’s hunter-gatherer days, but the shift to agrarian life some 10,000 years ago 

created communities that made epidemics more possible. During the last 25 Centuries some 17 major pandemics have been 
recorded. 

7
  https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages/pandemics-timeline 

https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages/pandemics-timeline
https://rometreaties.eu/
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OPERATING IN THE 21
ST

 CENTURY – Be visionary 

Effects of environmental decay, choice of energies, globalised trade, relocation of production, aging population and change in 
demography, uncontrolled migration, etc. are all known factors that influence our societies. The unknown is their combined 
effects and the direction and speed of changes they impose on human societies. 

Depending on the choice of related policies, the EU might develop along different paths. They are all realistic. Today we are still 
the masters of choice. 

Related key issues for civil society considerations: 

13. What could be the consequences for the EU in terms of socio-economic and cultural structures in the absence of motivated 
and well-founded integration policies for non-EU nationals entering its soil? 

14. What could be the basic principles on which this future multi-cultural European society should be based in order to maintain 
to the fullest the “European way of life” while respecting other socio-cultural, ethnic groups? 

15. Is there a third option for the EU, namely adopting ”Laisser-Faire Approach” leaving things to run their own course without 
interfering? What risks this could entail, especially based on our common historical past? 

REAL POLITICS – Relations to other World regions  

Due to historic reasons, the EU has often confronted with political dilemmas how to deal with countries in its neighbourhood that 
due to historic reasons have different views on core values as the rule of law and fundamental human rights. 

Another example that necessitates a great portion of real politics is the recent Ankara incident – three Presidents, two chairs – 
that has created another headache for the EU to deal with after a series of unfortunate foreign policy events in the past few 
months. 

Related key issues for civil society considerations: 

16. How far can the EU go to interfere in its neighbourhood countries to restore universal values, while observing realism for an 
overall balance of power and international peace and stability? 

17. To what extent can the EU deal with migration pressures on its borders resulting from a variety of problems in the global 
geopolitical sphere (wars, failed states, economic deprivation and extreme poverty, health misery and famine, violence etc.)? 

18. What could be the principles and the main lines of action? 

TICKING BOMBS – Uncontrolled migration
8
 

Uncontrolled migration is an international phenomenon and a primary security issue.  Unchecked people through smuggling 
networks endanger the lives of those they are profiting from. 

On the other hand, recognised asylum seekers (following the related UN Charter) must be accepted within the EU Member 
States. 

Related key issues for civil society considerations: 

19.  Does the EU have adequate policies and instrument to help recognised asylum seekers be actively integrated into European 
societies? 

20.  Could the EU’s own internal security interest (fighting terrorism and criminality, control of potential diseases, etc.) be coupled 
with a humane asylum policy? 

21.  How could the development of continued loss of young and most active people from less developed regions be hindered to 
move towards long tern damage and even worst possibly social unrest? 

UNRESOLVED LEGACY – Historic Minorities 

Although the Treaty of Lisbon places great importance on culture, the European Commission has recently refused the “Minority 
SafePack” proposal to enhance cultural and linguistic diversity in the EU.

9
 

The proposal was supported by more than one-million EU citizens and the European Parliament.
 10

 

Related key issues for civil society consideration:
 

22. Should historic minorities (indigenous populations, Roma population, etc.) remain untouched at EU-level, and the book of 
History simply be closed and let things run their own course? 

23.  Should and if yes how, could the EU best support historic minorities spread over Europe? 

24. Should civil societies be more active in representing the interest of historic minorities? 
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  According to USCIA, migration, particularly the uncontrolled one, is reshaping the Global Geopolitical landscape. 

https://www.cia.gov/library/reports/general-reports-/Demo_Trends_For_Web.pdf 
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VIRTUAL GLOBAL ROUND TABLE 11 
 

CONTRIBUTORS IN PERSONAL CAPACITY 

(Being completed) 

H.E. Prof. Ivo Josipović, former President of Croatia and composer 

H.E. Prof. Vaira Vīķe-Freiberga, former President, Republic of Latvia) 

Dr. Vittorio Albergamo, Expert in energy and environment, former ENEA 

Dr. Dimitri Corpakis, former Head of Division, European Commission 

Dr. Vincenzo Costigliola, President, European Medical Association 

Prof. Em. Momir Djurovic, former President, Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Arts) 

Mr Mark Dubrulle, President Emeritus, Club of Rome EU Chapter 

Dr. Gilbert Fayl, President, The Global Round Table 

Mr. Ivo Grga, President, European Movement Split 

Prof. Niels Hansen, Harbin Institute of Technology, People’s Republic of China; 

Prof. Erich Hoedl, former Rector of Wuppertal University / Graz University of Technology 

Mr Martin Kunze, Founder, Memory of Mankind Project 

Mr Andras Laszlo, Founding President and CEO, Global Vision Sharing 

Prof. Em. Viggo Mortensen, School of Culture and Society, Aarhus University 

Mr. David Price, Historian, Brussels-based journalist 

Prof. Jorma Routti, Partner and Executive Chairman, Creative Industries Management Ltd 

Prof. Ivo Slaus, former President, World Academy of Art and Science 

Dr. Antal Szabó, Scientific Director, ERENET 

Prof. Felix Unger, President Emeritus, European Academy of Sciences and Arts 

COORDINATOR 

Mr. Ulric Fayl von Hentaller, Director, The Global Round Table 
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  The Global Round Table is an independent International Non-profit Organisation with the aim to identify new and emerging 
ideas of socio-economic importance; improve the level and quality of information available to economic- and political decision-
makers; and inspire civil society leaders and the young generation. 

Its Protector and High Patron is H.E. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, former UN Secretary General. 

The intellectual and spiritual inspiration is through its International Board, a group of eminent personalities, including former 
heads of state, former president of UNESCO General Conference, former senior political leaders, former science academy 
presidents, former university rector, Nobel Peace Prize laureate, etc. 

The four-year worldwide campaign of The Global Round Table “Nobel Peace Prize for the EU” led in 2012 to the award of the 
Nobel Peace Prize to the European Union (letter of recognition by José Manuel Durão Barroso, then President of the European 
Commission, Ref. Ares(2013) 334462, 14.03.2013). 

For its civil society related work, it has been recognised by a Member State with the “Gold Cross of Merit“. 

The Global Round Table keeps distance from lobbying bodies, interest organisations, party politics, etc. It is an honest broker 
providing discretely advice with long-term perspective for humanity 

Working discretely, The Global Round Table doesn’t occupy a dedicated Internet position. 
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The Scream (Edvard Munk, 1893). 
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